
MCCAB Meeting Notes 11.17.2022 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Call to Order & Welcome 
Meeting Protocols 
Introduction 
Aquilla Ridgell Chair 
Objective: 
Welcome  
Review of protocols for online meeting 
Guest introduction 
 
7:05 p.m. 
Agenda 
Minutes 
Aquilla Ridgell Chair 
 
Objective: 
Acceptance of 11/17/22 agenda - completed 
Acceptance of 10/20/22 minutes -  
 

 
 
7:10 p.m. 
Mid County Directors Report Luisa Cardona MCRSO Director 
Objective: Update on the Mid-County Regional Area 
 
County budget forum was good, and had attendance by 3 MCCAB members and about 24 community 
members, we can take into account the points made by people in the session.  



Last night’s Spanish forum had over 80 people at the recreation center, learned from Monday and had 
time for testimony and questions from people.  
 
7:15 p.m. 
County Council Report(s) TBD Objective: Updates 
David Lorenzo from CM Glass – haven’t had a public health officer for the county for a few years, we just 
hired a new one, Dr. Davis, a MoCo native, VP of health equity at a Bethesda based firm.  
Building decarbonization bill session, don’t have council session next week because of Thanksgiving 
For Mid-county – office has been working on college view/Pendleton drive for a 4 way stop sign instead 
of a two way stop sign.  
Working with Lt. Bungee on Inwood Ave and the traffic safety issues there, people keep running the stop 
signs especially near the school, get one of those speed monitoring machines.  
Debra - Camera on the stop sign? 
Luisa – apparently stop sign cameras aren’t allowed by state regulations.  
Arquilla – is it possible to park a police car there for a while, even an empty one? 
 
7:20 p.m. 
Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee Report 
Rob Fox WUDAC Liaison 
Objective: Updates 
Updates from the fire chief on budget priorities and lithium battery risks, particularly for e-scooters 
Bethesda Urban Partnership presentation on their governance and how they have managed their needs 
Arts and cultural center in the space behind the AVA building, on the bottom floor with affordable 
housing above it, they wouldn’t have to pay for space 
 
7:25 p.m. 
County Commuter Options Michelle Golden 
Senior Marketing Manager 
MCDOT, Comuter Services Section 
Objective: To receive an update on Commuter Services programs and outreach activites 
 
8:05 p.m. 
MCPL Strategic Plan Anita Vassallo Director  
Montgomery County Public Libraries 
Objective: To receive a 
presentation and update on FY23-26 MCPL Strategic Plan 
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Gary – we read a lot of non-fiction, and we use a lot of the NYTimes and similar, and it’s very hard to get 
anything except an electronic copy of anything that’s non-fiction NYTimes best sellers. It can take a year 
to get a physical book, and don’t know if that’s a policy decision.  
 
Anita – there are a couple of things that have affected that. We work with a book jobber, and Baker and 
Taylor had a ransomware attack earlier this year, so we were not able to order anything from them. We 
hired a new manager for collection management, and a new senior librarian. There isn’t a policy to 
reduce the number of print non-fiction titles, but because we have a static budget and have shunted 
more money to e-materials because they’re so popular, we may not be purchasing as many copies as we 
have in the past. There is another method we’ve used, which is “lucky day” which are leased copies from 
B&T for high demand titles.  
 
Susanna – are there plans for redeveloping other libraries like Chevy Chase? 
 
Anita – no other libraries are in the state CC was in, so we don’t have that plan. Opening up some of 
these buildings creates unexpected issues, like asbestos, plumbing, HVAC, electrical. The Potomac 
library is undergoing renovation, the Noyes library will be undergoing a significant renovation in the next 
year. The recreation department is following our lead in refreshing buildings instead of doing full 
teardowns that are more intensive 
 
Arquilla – the priorities for children seems to overlap with MCPS? 
 
Anita – we start at birth, so that includes baby storytime. 
 
Arquilla – so if I were a mother how would I access this resource? 
 



Anita – you could come in and tell us your situation and we’d provide you with resources and storytimes 
and reading lists. 
 
Aruilla – as a child I loved field trips to the library – do the schools do that anymore? 
 
Dianne Whitaker – the answer is yes, we have to schedule them, but Arcola and 1st grade classes come 
through this fall, a few of the local pre-schools asked to schedule visits. There’s been a number of 
requests for outreach teams and children’s librarians.  
 
Rob – question about the availability of storytimes for working parents and also questions about the 
pre-printed reading lists that some libraries appear to have but others do not.  
 
Anita – a lot of what you were doing was hitting right during the pandemic, beginning this year in 
February the libraries are open for 8 hours o n Sunday and Sat from 10-6, storytimes programming 
should be offered on both days at the library. We had a lot of vacancies during the pandemic, 100, and 
by the end of the year that should be whittled down to 30. We’re well aware that the days when 
working parents are able to come to the library are the weekend, Wednesday evenings storytime as 
well. In terms of reading lists, the county has a paper reduction policy, what you probably picked up was 
thereading lists we do print out during summer reading, specific ones for pre-k and kindergarten and up. 
Once summer is up they’re printed out throughout the system.  
 
Aggie Alvez – is there a way for seniors to volunteer? 
 
Anita – there is, there are application forms and you can ask at a library for what is needed. 
 
Dianne Whitaker – there are pull lists that people can volunteer to help process and get for library staff. 
Volunteers might help children’s staff with preparing materials for crafts. The libraries have been giving 
out masks and COVID-19 test kits.  
 
8:45 p.m. 
Community Concerns Community members Objective: Opportunity for public comments 
 
Concerns near Rodman’s about drinking, loitering, garbage can fire, bad behavior from Susanna Parker 
Discussion of DHS, mental health services, street response/task force on loitering outside of beer and 
wine stores outside the county and wanting to discuss that in our next committee meeting and try to get 
them scheduled to come in 
 
 
8:57 p.m. 
Adjourn Aquilla Ridgell Chair 
Objective: 
Close out meeting 
 
19:17:16 From Serge Thomas To Everyone: 
 Good to hear that the recommendations were forwarded! 
19:18:57 From Serge Thomas To Everyone: 
 I second 
19:21:42 From Luisa Cardona To Everyone: 



 https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/OPI/budget-forums.html 
19:21:52 From Luisa Cardona To Everyone: 
 The above is the link to the budget forums 
19:28:28 From Luisa Cardona To Everyone: 
 I did forget to mention that if anyone wanted to donate to the families that were impact in the 
Gaithersburg Fire here is the link https://mhpartners.org/gaithersburgfire/ 
20:04:36 From Aggie Alvez (she, her) To Everyone: 
 alvezagg@gmail.com 
20:05:03 From Dianne Whitaker-MCPL To Everyone: 
 https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Library/about/outreach.html 
20:09:10 From Dianne Whitaker-MCPL To Everyone: 
 1000 Books Before Kindergarten program 
20:22:19 From Tameka Nicholson To Everyone: 
 Thanks Anita and Dianne. Great information. 
20:22:53 From Serge Thomas To Everyone: 
 Thanks Anita       
20:32:02 From Luisa Cardona To Everyone: 
 https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/OPI/make_right_call.html 
20:32:23 From Luisa Cardona To Everyone: 
 301-279-8000 only to report non-emergencies, and 
20:33:57 From Dianne Whitaker-MCPL To Everyone: 
 The only recourse we have is a Disruptive Behavior Order at libraries and Rec Centers. 
20:37:02 From Dianne Whitaker-MCPL To Everyone: 
 Several outreach programs for substance abuse and mental health services such as Pathways 
and Everymind do send workers out to various sites. 
20:38:17 From Serge Thomas To Everyone: 
 It's disturbing to me that the DC area (including MoCo) seems to tolerate people who are 
mentally ill living outside who need help. 
20:41:12 From Rob Fox To Everyone: 
 Definitely Serge - also a big downside to Zoom that I can't "like" people's comments in the chat 
 


